Village of South Blooming 
Grove
SPECIAL BOARD Meeting
Monday
JULY 18, 2022
8:00pm

· Call to order                 
Mayor Kalaj called to order the Village Board Meeting at 8:45 pm on July 18, 2022, via Zoom Webinar ID: 821 7706 4100 for the Village of South Blooming Grove located at 811 State Route 208, within the Village of South Blooming Grove, and having a mailing address of Monroe, New York. 
· Roll call
The following persons were present: 
· George Kalaj – Mayor

· Abraham Weiss – Deputy Mayor 

· Yitzchok Feldman- Trustee
· Zalmon Rosner – Trustee 

· Asher Guttman- Trustee
· Joel Stern – Confidential Assistant to the Mayor 

· Isaac Ekstein- Legislative Aide to Mayor 
· Al Fusco, Village Engineer

· Scott Ugell Esq.- Village Attorney  
· Kerry Dougherty – Village Clerk   

· Correspondence

· 7.5.2022 Petition for Annexation – Town of Monroe Parcel Section 1, Block 1, Lot 4.32.
· Discussion
· Mayor Kalaj discussed the water issue, it has been for the last few years, for some reason this year it is a little bit worse because one of the wells is not producing as much water as it used to, we still need to truck water and he is just trying to ask the public to help out with that.  We are working on what we can do with that well.

· Isaac Ekstein to reiterate what the Mayor said, you cannot have an automatic sprinkler on your lawn.  You have the days when you can water your lawn but it has to be with your hands, you cannot have automatic sprinkler.  Clerk advised it cannot be with a hose it has to be with a handheld watering can, not a hose.  Mayor stated don’t wash your house, don’t wash your cars please help us out.  
· Isaac Ekstein advised that the Lakeshore pump station that has been causing a lot of problems.  Delfino and JCO have to pull the pump 4-5 times a day, it is not working well and the reason for that people are flushing down wipes, non flushable materials and that is basically clogging the system.  To assist with the pump station, there was a meeting last week with JCO and Delfino and they proposed to add two grinders to the pump station.  The village obtained three quotes, the cheapest one was $23,000 and change, the company came down and gave a demo and the process of how it works; it is amazing, the technology that they have can handle what we have.  It will help out a lot with the Lakeshore system.  The cheapest was $23,000 and the board should do a resolution for this and a bond resolution to be able to purchase this.  

· Isaac Ekstein the next project is the traffic signal by Route 208 and County Route 44, it is a disaster especially at that intersection, there are accidents happening every other day.  Two months after the Mayor came into office you finally received an approval for the traffic light, James Skoufis helped us out a lot but unfortunately with COVID right after that it has been pushed off and we recently were informed that it is not going to be done by the DOT until 2025.  That is not acceptable, we cannot wait that long.  Without anything added it has been crazy there.  He and Joel Stern reached out to the DOT and they came to an agreement that they will allow the Village to install a traffic signal on a temporary basis, it will be with wooden beams and you will not have to go through the process for a full fledged light, that will happen when the state gets to that, in the time being they will allow the village to do a temporary light.  They reached out to an engineer named Phil Greely and he works with the DOT a lot and he has a preliminary plan already in place that he will show us what we can do.  He is ready to submit a proposal to the DOT for a temporary light.  The total cost of that light with be in the range of $300,000 which we potentially can obtain from the developers on Route 208 along side that road, Sleep Inn, MSP and whoever else is coming up.  We need to get this started as soon as possible to avoid any casualties, to do that he also spoke with Bill Jackson and he prepared a bond resolution to be able to go out for a bond to get this project started.  This project requires a few resolutions:  to obtain Phil Greely for Engineering, to authorize the Mayor to sign any documentation required and to authorize the bond and to declare SEQRA on the project.  
· Isaac Ekstein it was brought up a few meetings ago to establish a DOT commission for things such as the traffic light, there needs to be a body that picks up the money from these developers and makes sure that when the planning board provides permits to any developers that we obtain the funds to maintain the traffic that these developers will create.  The DOT commission will help out a lot with that and to work together with the planning board, village board and ZBA to make sure that whatever is needed, whatever traffic is going to be increased from any development they should be participating in any growth to Route 208 or any other road.  The same thing for the Parks Commission as the village grows and with existing developments, nobody has picked up the tab for parks.  There has been the SBG Business Park, there has been Sleep Inn, MSP all these people.  There wasn’t property accounting for parks.  There needs to be a commission, people that will take care of that and make sure that the money goes to the right places, that parks are being developed.  On Attorney Ugell’s recommendation we need to set a public hearing to add that to village code to allow a DOT and Park Commission.  
· Isaac Ekstein the Stonegate Park, Trustee Guttman was working on this and Al Fusco is preparing a Bid package to be publicized for people to be able to bid and submit their quotes and what they want to do, so Mr. Fusco as soon as you have that ready, please let us know and we will get rolling with that.  

· Joel Stern advised that the applicant for 10 Kingsville Drive contacted Special Counsel Ira Emanual and discussed.  Ira is going to need this resolution passed to sign the petition so that we can do a public hearing where there can be an open discussion.  This is the first step to start the process to authorize the mayor to have this discussion and make a decision ultimately.  Ira drafted this resolution and document package with the petition.  There will be a public hearing where the board would have to vote with proper notice of course, but the documentation was prepared by Ira and paid through escrow by Mr. Wagschal of 10 Kingsville.  
· Business
· Resolution No. (087) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the Mayor to sign the petition for Annexation regarding Town of Monroe Property known as Section1, Block 1, Lot 4.32.  Motion to accept by Deputy Mayor Weiss, seconded by Trustee Rosner.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.

· Resolution No. (088) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the establishment of an escrow account to pay for professional services in connection with the annexation (Town of Monroe 1-1-4.32), in the initial amount of $1,000.00.  Motion to accept by Trustee Feldman, seconded by Trustee Guttman.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (089) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the construction of sewer system upgrades, stating the estimated maximum cost thereof is $50,000.  Motion to accept by Trustee Guttman, seconded by Trustee Feldman.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.  
· Resolution No. (090) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the installation of traffic signals, stating the estimated maximum cost thereof is $500,000.  Motion to accept by Trustee Rosner, seconded by Trustee Guttman.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (091) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the Village Engineer to upgrade the WIIA Grant application, for water improvements to the Water District, as required to produce a new grant application.  Motion to accept by Trustee Rosner seconded by Mayor Kalaj.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (092) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the Mayor to sign all documents pertaining to the application for and installation of traffic signals and appurtenances throughout the village.  Motion to accept by Trustee Guttman, seconded by Mayor Kalaj.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (093) – Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove authorizing the Mayor to sign all documents pertaining to the purchase of Grinders from Koester for sewer improvements.  Motion to accept by Trustee Rosner, seconded by Trustee Guttman.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (094) – Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove retaining Phillip Greely as engineer for traffic light improvements.  Motion to accept by Deputy Mayor Weiss, seconded by Trustee Guttman.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (095) – Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove intent to be lead agency on WIIA Application.  Motion to accept by Deputy Mayor Weiss, seconded by Mayor Kalaj.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (096) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove intent to be lead agency for the installation of a traffic light at County Route 44 and State Route 208.  Motion to accept by Trustee Guttman, seconded by Deputy Mayor Weiss.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (097) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove setting a public hearing for August 22, 2022 regarding a local law establishing a village board for a department of transportation.  Motion to accept by Trustee Rosner, seconded by Deputy Mayor Weiss.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (098) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove setting a public hearing for August 22, 2022 regarding a local law establishing a village board for a parks department.  Motion to accept by Trustee Guttman, seconded by Mayor Kalaj.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Resolution No. (099) - Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove granting a Special Use Permit to 5 Mangin Road (209-8-1) for use as a kosher supermarket.  Motion to accept by Trustee Feldman, seconded by Trustee Rosner.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Comments
· Trustee Guttman asked attorney Ugell the status of the property on Virginia Avenue.  Attorney Ugell advised that there is no plan set and he will update the board in the future.  
· Village Clerk thanked the board for coming in to village hall and signing the abstract.

· Isaac Ekstein advised that a van for a cleaning company was on Mangin Road and it was a fully involved fire.  He was there because he heard the 911 call.  He was there for 15 minutes before the fire department arrive.  Everybody came out safe, thank God.  There were chemicals in the van so there were explosions etc.  It was on Mangin road just a few 1000 feet from the fire hour and he was on scene for 15 minutes before the fire department arrived.  Joel Stern advised that himself and Isaac arrived at the same time, probably a minute and ½ from when the call came in.  They waited 14-15 minutes for fire department.  Isaac Ekstein there were utility lines running above, a tree was set on fire, it was so bad.  He believes that OEM needs to launch an investigation into the fire department and why it takes them so long, is it personnel, is it equipment.  You have to bring down the force on them if they are not responding to fires, who is going to protect our community.  Joel Stern  advised that this goes back to the discussion had in May which they are working on vigorously regarding the emergency medical with forming our own emergency response commission and applying for the EMS License, it is one day at a time and we will get to this shortly.  Isaac Ekstein advised that there was an accident today on Route 208 between Peddler Hill and the Village Hall by Stonegate, a full cement truck, a school bus in front of him made a sudden stop so he had to stop and slipped over to the side of the road, a full cement truck with someone inside.  He was then on Virginia Avenue when someone called him privately that he heard that there was an accident, he was on scene before the fire department.  Everyone was out of the vehicle we took him to the ambulance, the ambulance was about to leave and the fire truck showed up.  
· Isaac Ekstein thanked the board and the Mayor for working expeditiously on these projects and the traffic light is going to help us out a lot.  The sewer, all these projects we are taking care of business as it needs to be done.  Thank you all.

· Mayor we anticipate Route 208 being a lot wider than what it is, so be patient with us we are working on it.  
· Abstract
· Motion to adopt the abstract by Mayor Kalaj, seconded by Trustee Guttman.  5Ayes, Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
· Adjournment
· Motion to close the meeting at 9:20pm. by Mayor Kalaj, seconded by Trustee Feldman.  5 Ayes - Mayor Kalaj, Deputy Mayor Weiss, Trustee Rosner, Trustee Guttman and Trustee Feldman.
Minutes respectfully submitted by
Kerry Dougherty, Village Clerk
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